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French delegate, du hautcn to, like a vassal, turned to the German
government and asked whether the statement of Taillandicr, that
his demands were made, not only as France's ambassador, but in
the name of Europe, were the real truth. In the face of this chain
of French aggressions it seemed to me necessary to remind Paris
again of the German Empire.
It was not only the extent of our economic and political interests
in and about Morocco which decided me to advise the Kaiser to set
his face against France, but also the conviction that in the interests
of peace we must no longer permit such provocations.   I did not
desire war with France cither then or later, because I knew that
every serious conflict as things lay in Europe would lead to a world
war.   But I did not hesitate to confront France with the possibility
of war, because I had confidence in my own skill and caution,   I
felt that I could prevent matters coming to a head, cause Delcassd's
fall, break the continuity of aggressive French policy, knock the
continental dagger out of the hands of Edward VII and the war
group in England, and, simultaneously ensure peace, preserve
German honour, and improve German prestige*   1 was strengthened
in my determination by the letter of an old and trustworthy friend
in Paris, the same who had informed me, seven years before, of the
Windsor Treaty*  He was Swiss by birth: we had met in Lausanne.
Later on he settled in Paris*   He cherished lively sympathies for
both France and for England, which he frequently visited and
where he moved in the best circles.   But everything was subservient,
to his deep-rooted pacificism, born of conviction, and amounting
almost to a passion.   He was never tired of depicting the terrible
consequences that a great war would entail.   Such a war would
arouse all the evil passions of mankind, hatred and revenge, cruelty
and brutality: it would cost milliards, demand hecatombs of human
lives, and ruin Europe for decades, perhaps for centuries,   This
worthy man who did not live to see the Great War had foreseen only
too rightly.  He was convinced, and that quite correctly, that I was-
honestly bent upon keeping peace,   More from this reason even
than from personal affection he gave me useful hints from time to
time,   I had given my word of honour that I would never name him
as the source, and would destroy his letters as soon as I had read
them, as he did not wish to share the fate of Captain Dreyfus,
This man, actuated only by the purest motives, and who pursued
an idealistic goal, wrote me at almost the same moment as the Kaiser
began^his Mediterranean trip in 1905, that Delcass6 was determined
to let it come to war, convinced that King Edward would not desert
him and that it would soon be possible to restore peace quickly be*